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Inspire supports libraries from all sectors in working together to enable members of communities across the UK who are engaged in lifelong learning or research to find and access their information needs.
This Summer newsletter contains a range of items from a profile of one of our surviving regional library services, news of exciting developments at the British Library, a link to an important review of uncatalogued collections in  UK libraries from all sectors – do please read and contribute, information about the demise of MLA and of course the results of our Silly Season competition.
Inspire around the UK 
Profile of SWRLS (South Western Regional Library Service) - promoting cooperation between the libraries in the South West.

SWRLS is a charity founded in 1937 and one of the original regional library bureaux set up to administer inter library loans between its members and other regions. There is no longer an operational ILL unit, (most member organisations conduct their ILL’s electronically) however reciprocal loan rules are still in place and SWRLS has now widened its role to become a strategic voice for its members, acting as an advocate and actively promoting cooperation between the libraries across all sectors in the South West.

There are currently 58 full and associate members: Public, HE, FE, Special, Health and School libraries. Each member organisation has a vote on the Regional Council and the work of the organisation is overseen by a Board of up to eleven members, supported by a director.

In 2008 SWRLS members approved a two year strategic action plan, with the themes of resource discovery and sharing, lifelong learning, skills development, cultural impact and partnership. This will be reviewed and updated later this year.

SWRLS represents its members on the Inspire Management Board, TCR (The Combined Regions), CONARLS working group and regularly attends the sub regional Inspire networks, such as AULIC (Avon University Libraries in Cooperation)  Exeter Library Information Providers (ELIP), Libraries in Cornwall and Learn through Libraries, Plymouth). 

SWRLS also has close links with SWACL (SW region SCL), SWHELS (SW Higher Education Library group), Cilip SW, SW Society of Archivists, BBC Libraries Partnership - South West Steering Group and Cyprus Well the SW Literature Development Agency.

Recent activity includes:

· Two joint conferences with JISC RSC SW on access to electronic resources and use of IT to improve services.

· Printing and distribution of a leaflet to promote e-resources held in public libraries

· WorldCat Local project to provide real time web access to catalogues in public libraries in the region

· Negotiations with local FE providers to run NVQ’s Library and Information

· Training courses for ILL and music library staff

· Sponsorship of places to FIL annual conference

· Supporting the work of local studies librarians to plan for the production a union catalogue of local and regional newspapers

· Promotion of reader development work through Read SW, Big Read and Cyprus Well

· Attendance and response to various consultation forums covering member’s interests such as Informal Adult Learning and Modernisation of Public Libraries Review

· Convening and supporting a cross sector working group on improving access to e-resources.

SWRLS is committed to promoting the benefits of Inspire to its members and other libraries in the region and has agreed to fund a promotional leaflet for distribution to the public and students in member organisations.

For further information about SWRLS, please go to the website at www.swrls.org.uk  Or email info@swrls.org.uk
News from the British Library: new developments to support learning and research

Learning for Schools and adult learners and families

The British Library hosts dedicated sessions for around 17,000 students and 3000 teachers, adult learners and families each year. Extensive work is being undertaken to improve the facilities offered to these visitors and a new Learning Centre will be opened later this summer.

Developed in the former Education room, the improved space will allow young learners and others to carry out hand-on activities and explore the Library’s collections using the latest multimedia devices and will have videoconferencing facilities offering the potential for teachers and pupils at remote sites to experience interactive sessions on collection items.

In particular, the Learning Centre will support the development of digital literacy skills that will benefit pupils and teachers alike - and which will be essential for the next generation of researchers if they are to use effectively the vast amount of information and digitised material available now online
Developments for Research

The British Library's forthcoming exhibition,  Growing Knowledge: The Evolution of Research, will provide a showcase for new digital research tools in a specially designed for the future’s increasingly interactive environment.

Visitors will be able to explore and interact with digital research tools  and experience live crowd-sourcing, mapping using geospatial technologies, multimedia content provided by the BBC, as well as the Garibaldi Panorama. and will be encouraged to give feedback on their potential benefit to the research community. By evaluating reactions, the British Library aims to develop a greater understanding of what research communities want from libraries in the future. 

Read more here
News from JISC and RLUK (Research Libraries UK) 

One to many; many to one: the Resource Discovery Taskforce Vision

This vision is the result of 18 month’s work by task force consisting of members from JISC,  RLUK, the National Libraries, UKOLN, RIN and others.

The vision is that UK researchers and students will be able to have easy, flexible and ongoing access to the information they need through an aggregation of resource discovery and delivery information which is easy to understand and use – and is sustainable. 

For Inspire members this may be a familiar objective and we wish these developments every success. 

The Vision document can be downloaded here
News from Museums Libraries and Archives (MLA)
MLA to cease operations

Most of you will have seen the recent announcement about the winding up

of the MLA. As some will know, a considerable part of the funding for the original Inspire programme was from the MLA. We are very grateful to the MLA for this support. However, it should be noted that, since the end of the funded period in 2006, there has been no financial support for Inspire from the MLA. Its abolition is therefore not expected to adversely affect the scheme.  Nevertheless, we are looking into the implications for the migration of Findit! from the MLA's Cornucopia database to the Collections Trust's Culture Grid.  

MLA and Collections Trust

Collections Trust has worked with MLA for many years, initially in supporting the museum sector and now also libraries and archives. Collections Trust have stated that they, ‘will continue to support the sector through our flagship programmes – OpenCulture, SPECTRUM, Collections Link and the Culture Grid.’ Read more here
Other News
Call to Libraries with ‘hidden’ collections.

Does your library have books, journals, pamphlets or other materials for which there are no records online?  If the answer to this question is yes, this survey is for your library.

This survey is for all libraries, large and small, HE, FE and public, and for the many libraries in museums of for individual specialist collections. 

Following the publication of the Uncovering Hidden Resources, by the Research Information Network, RLUK is sponsoring a comprehensive survey to deliver a nation wide review of where the UK stands in relation to 'hidden' collections and moves to ensure that collections are exposed to a much larger audience.

RLUK has been working with The London Library to produce this survey and the outputs will be made publicly available.

The success of this survey will depend upon how comprehensiveness of the response. Many of the Inspire libraries will have collections, large or small, which fall into this category. Please help to ensure that information from your library is included too. 

The survey is online at:
http://www.surveygizmo.com/s3/322159/RLUK-Retrospective-Cataloguing-Survey-in-association-with-the-London-Library

The deadline for completion is *01 September, 2010*


If you have any questions please get in touch with 

Mike Mertens, RLUK, mike.mertens@rluk.ac.uk or Dunia García-Ontiveros, The London Library, dunia.garcia-ontiveros@londonlibrary.co.uk
Nick Poole, CEO Collections Trust, elected chair of Europeana

Nick Poole, Collections Trust CEO has been elected Chair of the Europeana Council of Content Providers and Aggregators, the cross-domain group which supports Creative & Cultural Industry organisations throughout the EU in sharing their digital collections via the Europeana portal.

Europeana is funded by the European Commission to bring together and make available the online collections of thousands of museums, archives, libraries, publishers and other content providers throughout the EU. The purpose of the Council is to identify and create new opportunities for partnership between Europeana and the Cultural and Creative Industries. 

This is relevant for Inspire as Collections Trust runs Culture Grid which is the new database that will host Findit!. For further information on the work of the Council and its role within the Europeana portal, visit: http://version1.europeana.eu/web/guest/council/
Do you twitter – would you pay for the privilege?

The US Center for the Digital Future has released their annual study of the impact of the Internet on Americans. The study found that 49 percent of Internet users said they had used free micro-blogs such as Twitter. But when asked if they would be willing to pay for Twitter, zero percent said yes. 

The Digital Future Study also explored Internet users' opinions about online advertising. These findings reinforce the responses about Twitter showing that  50% of Internet users never click on web advertising, and 70% find Internet advertising 'annoying'. Yet 55% of users said they would rather see web advertising than pay for content.

The responses about Twitter and web advertising are among the more than 180 issues are explored in the 2010 Digital Future Project, which, now in its 10th year, claims to be the longest continuing study of its kind and the first to develop a longitudinal survey of the views and behaviour of Internet users. 

Conferences and events

Partnerships for HE in FE: the library perspective

26 November 2010, UWE Confernce Centre, Bristol 

With Shared Services and Collaboration at the heart of the agenda for almost all libraries in these times of increasing financial stringency, this conference is very timely focussing as it does on the library perspectives in HE/FE partnerships. 

Full details of the wide ranging programme and the bookings (£40 inc lunch) are now available at: http://heinfelibrary.wordpress.com/
If you have any questions and for more information, please contact (Ruth Charlton: rcharlton@plymouth.ac.uk) or Ian Collins (ian.collins@uwe.ac.uk)

Silly Season Competition
We had several very amusing entries which will be added to later editions of the Inspire e-newsletter. However the winners are:

Janet Coomber, KSS Library and Knowledge Services, for ‘the most entertaining excuse for late return of a book’:

“I did return the book to you by post, but it is being held up at the customs post at Kathmandu owing to a strike by the customs workers”

And…
Yvonne at Great Sankey Library  for the  ‘most unusual thing found in a returned item’ :

“We often find people leave bookmarks in their returns but perhaps one of the most unusual was a current lottery ticket for the draw that week. After some detective work, we managed to contact the owner before the lottery draw was made. Thankful for its return to him, he laughingly said that if he won he would come back and let us know. Despite his promise he never returned to tell us, we can only assume he now borrows his books from the Monte Carlo Library.”
With many thanks to all who have contributed to this newsletter and a Reminder that this newsletter should be about activities in the regions so if you would like to contribute information on events in your area, whether they are large or small, please send up an update on Inspire in your region or any other items which might be of interest to Inspire members –to me at the usual address: sally.curry@newcastle.ac.uk
Thank you
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